HOMEWORK POLICY
Fosse Bank School
Introduction

Homework encompasses a variety of activities set by teachers for parents to support children’s learning
1.   Aims and Objectives

The aims and objectives of homework are to:
i. enable pupils to make maximum progress in their academic and social development, 
ii. consolidate, reinforce and extend learning started in school and to allow children to practise skills taught in lessons,
iii. promote a partnership between home and school in supporting each child’s learning,
iv. inform parents and involve them in their child’s learning experiences,
v. help pupils develop the skills of an independent learner,
vi. help children develop good work habits for the future,
vii. prepare for future lessons.
2.   Types of Homework

We set a variety of homework activities that are differentiated and tailored as much as possible to the needs of the individual.  
Foundation Stage and  -  Key Stage 1

i. In the Foundation Stage and at Key Stage 1 we encourage the children to read by giving them books to take home to read with their parents. 

ii. We give guidance information to parents to help them achieve the maximum benefit from this time spent reading with their child. 
iii. We also ask Key Stage 1 children to learn spellings or mathematical tables as part of their homework. 
iv. We ask children to talk about a topic at home prior to studying it in school.
v. Sometimes we ask children to find and collect things that we then use in science lessons. 
vi. Occasionally we ask children to take home work that they have started in school when we believe that they would benefit from spending further time on it. 
vii. When we ask children to study a topic or to research a particular subject, we encourage them to use the school and the local libraries and the Internet.  
Key Stage 2

i. At Key Stage 2 homework takes on a more formal approach. We continue to give children the homework activities outlined above, but we expect them to do more tasks independently. 

ii. We set literacy and maths homeworks routinely each week, plus other subjects which will complement other class work. 
iii. We expect the children to consolidate and reinforce learning done in school through practice at home. 
iv. We also set homework as a means of helping (the) children to revise for examinations as well as to ensure that prior learning has been understood. 
v. Optional holiday homework is set for children who wish to continue to develop their skills throughout the school holidays.  This will not be marked.     
3.   Amount of Homework

i. We increase the amount of homework that we give the children as they move through the school. 

ii. Whole school daily reading is expected.  
iii. Individual homework timetables are shared with children and parents at the beginning of the year and are made available on the school website. 
iv. The class or subject teacher monitors homework by examining homework books.
v. There may be instances when children (can) mark their own work when used as a teaching strategy in class.   
	Key Stage 1
	up to one hour a week

	Lower Key Stage 2 (Years 3 & 4)
	1 ½ hours a week

	Upper Key Stage 2 (Years 5 & 6)
	3 hours a week


4.   Sanctions

Children are expected to complete their homework to a high standard and to submit their work on time.  If they do not, they must finish it at home, to be submitted the following day.  If this request is not met, children will have to complete it during break time(s) or lunch time (after lunch has been eaten and complete it) under the supervision of an adult: in this case, a demerit will be given.     
5.   Pupils with Special Educational Needs

i. We set homework for all children as a normal part of school life. 

ii. We ensure that all tasks set are appropriate to the ability of the child.  
iii. If a child has special needs, we endeavour to adapt any task set so that all children can contribute in a positive way. 
6.   The Role of Parents

Parents have a vital role to play in their child’s education, and homework is an important part of this process. 

i. We ask parents to encourage their children to complete the homework tasks that are set.

ii. We invite them to support their children and to provide them with the sort of environment that allows children to do their best. 
iii. Parents can support their children by providing a good working space at home, by enabling them  to visit the library regularly, and by discussing their work with them.
iv. Parents are asked to sign the homework book at the end of each week for the homework diary to be handed in on Monday morning.  
v. If parents have any problems or questions about homework, they should, in the first instance, contact the child’s class teacher. 
vi. If their questions are of a more general nature, they should contact the Head. 
vii. Finally, if they wish to make a complaint about the school homework policy or the way it is implemented, parents should contact the Head.
7.   Monitoring and reviewing
The Headteacher will monitor the application of this Policy and take appropriate steps to ensure that it is operating effectively.

The policy will be reviewed by the Governing Body Community Sub –committee on an annual basis to ensure its effective application and any issues arising will be raised on the School Action Plan and tracked accordingly.
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